Coffee List
Sept 17
Sept 24 Don and Harriet

Alert! We have no one signed up to
do coffee and tea and refreshments
after the end of September. Please
sign the list on the bulletin board if
you can serve our Meeting in this
way.

"We've been hearing how Siân Reid has been canning many pounds of apricots
and pickles, but I bet you didn't have a good idea of what the results would
really look like! Here's a clear picture -- whoa! What a lot of beautiful work!

Special message from the clerks:
Hello, Friends! You have recently received the final publicity and registration
information about our upcoming weekend Sept 30-Oct` weekend gathering at
Camp NeeKauNis. (If you haven't, please contact
Bev<beverly_shepard@sympatico.ca> or Shirla <shirla766@gmail.com> and we
will ensure that you do!) We hope that all of you, but especially families with
kids, will come. If you've never been to Camp, this is a chance to come when
you'll know your fellow campers and can have a little taste of Camp life without a
big commitment of time or funds. If you have been to Camp, then you know what
a lovely site it is and how the Spirit pervades it.
If you want to come but need a ride, let one of us know or sign the sheet on the
bulletin board in the Meeting House. If you are going and can offer a ride, same
thing.
Please find that information about the weekend and take a look, if you haven't
already (which was sent by email on August 30). "Email Wilf
(deerspring1@gmail.com) to say you are coming - it is as easy as that - and
remember there is no registration fee."
We hope to see a lot of Hamilton F/friends at this event!
In the Light,
Bev and Shirla

Yonge Street Meeting Friends (Quakers) is hosting an
ecumenical talk given by Dr. Jeffrey Dudiak, Professor
at King's University in Edmonton

DOES RELIGION
HAVE A FUTURE
Date/Time:

Friday, 27 October 2017 at 7:30 p.m.

Location:

Yonge Street Meeting House, 17030 Yonge Street,
Newmarket Ontario
Just south of Eagle Street, on west side
Entrance by donation
Light refreshments will be served.
We are an ACCESSIBLE facility.
Reserve your seat

Contact: D. Richard Kamus [kamus@rogers.com] 905-939-2262
Jeffrey Dudiak is Professor of Philosophy at The King’s University, Edmonton, and
a member of Edmonton Monthly Meeting of Friends. A lifelong Quaker, Jeff has
been the clerk of the Friends Association for Higher Education, on the
coordinating committee of the Quaker Studies Group of the American Academy of
Religion, and on the advisory board of the journal Quaker Religious Thought. He
has written, edited, and contributed to a number of books and journals in the
areas of both Continental Philosophy and Quakerism. His five morning lectures at
Canadian Yearly Meeting 2012 have been published by Friends United Press
under the title "Radicalizing Spirit: The Challenge of Contemporary Quakerism."

Yonge Street Half Yearly Meeting:
To reserve a room at Voyageur Place (Best Western), located at Yonge Street and
Davis Drive (This location is the closest Inn to the Yonge Street Meeting House.) in
Newmarket:
We have reserved ten rooms, plus one for our guest speaker.
To reserve a room, phone 905-895-2131 OR 1-800-575-0601 and mention our
Reservation Code which is "Yonge Street Meeting". Cost is $120.00 per night
(plus tax). If initial response is promising, we have the option to reserve up to ten
more rooms if they remain available.

Canadian Friends Service Committee (Quakers) is pleased to release a new position paper, Synthetic
biology: major issues of concern to Quakers. We’ve been actively tracking synthetic biology since
2012, and this paper focuses our thinking, reflecting on the major issues we see in the field.
Although the topic is synthetic biology, many of the issues are highly relevant to the way societies
can safely deal with any innovation.

Taking on the tough questions
While remaining brief, the position paper doesn’t shy away from the tough questions facing us as
new techniques called “synthetic biology” or GMO 2.0 take shape.







What is synthetic biology and why are Quakers interested?
The approach to regulation: precautionary versus proactive
Technology’s uncertainties and range of potential impacts
The relevance of spiritual factors
Regulating synthetic biology: the public’s essential role
Key Quaker values and synthetic biology

No science background is needed to read the paper or understand the issues discussed.
Debates about genetic engineering can quickly become very polarized, with a lot of entrenched
views and demonization. This paper takes care not to follow that approach, while remaining honest
about the challenges before us.

No Way to Treat a Child
Every child should be free from cruel, inhumane, and degrading treatment. Just about everyone can
agree with this statement.
In practice, one of Canada’s closest allies is cruelly and systematically mistreating children, and
Canada is turning a blind eye.
Due to the nature of military law, an arrest warrant for Palestinians under occupation does not have
to be issued by a judge. This means that children in the occupied Palestinian territories are regularly
arrested on vague suspicion, typically that they may have thrown stones. To be very clear, Canadian
Friends Service Committee does not support stone throwing or violence of any kind. The point,
though, is that no one, whether they commit a crime or not, should have their basic rights trampled
or be subjected to degrading and inhumane treatment.
UNICEF investigated many cases and issued a sobering report. Here is a summary of what
Palestinian children face at any time without warning:
[T]he common experience of many children is being aggressively awakened in the middle of
the night by many armed soldiers and being forcibly brought to an interrogation centre tied and
blindfolded, sleep deprived and in a state of extreme fear. Few children are informed of their right
to legal counsel.1
UNICEF explains the illegality of these practices under international law, law supported by Canada,
at various points in their report. “The analysis of the cases monitored by UNICEF identified
examples of practices that amount to cruel, inhumane or degrading treatment or punishment
according to the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the Convention against Torture.” 2
Three out of every four Palestinian children arrested in the occupied territories endure some form
of physical violence at the hands of Israeli soldiers or police officers following arrest. In 97 percent
of the cases, children are interrogated without legal counsel and without their parents being
present.3
Interrogators may use threats, intimidation, and physical violence in order to get a confession. They
have threatened children and their families with death, physical, and sexual assault. At the end of
these interrogations, the majority of children sign a confession, which is usually written in Hebrew,
a language most Palestinian children do not speak.4
Canada’s policy states a commitment to protection and promotion of the rights of children and
youth around the world, particularly children living in conflict-affected areas.5

Photo via Defense for Children International-Palestine Facebook page
Israel’s ill-treatment of Palestinian children must change at once. With this in mind, we’ve joined
other organizations as founding endorsers of the No Way to Treat a Child campaign in Canada. We
are calling on Canada to work with Israel to urgently address this cruel treatment of Palestinian
children.
Find out more at http://NoWayToTreatAChild.ca and, if led, sign the petition to Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau and Minister of Foreign Affairs Chrystia Freeland.1
Download this statement in PDF.
Learn more about our concern for a just peace in Israel/Palestine.
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Submitted by Paul Dekar

Two Row on the Grand
We had a number of Quakers taking part- four local and two from New York State.
It was a physically strenuous endeavour but spiritually invigorating! The teaching
by a Mohawk Elder fed my soul. The care of the Six Nation Organizers and the
camaraderie of our fellow paddlers made the experience memorable and fun
even when I fell into the water and later into a bush of nettles! I am so pleased to
have taken part even though it turned out to be just a day and a night due to
unforeseen circumstances. I would heartily encourage anyone who has been
thinking about taking part in the Two Row on the Grand to do so, if not to paddle
then to take in some of the cultural events. It’s a great way to start “shining up
the relationship between Settlers and the Indigenous People”- the stated goal of
the paddle.

The event when we pulled over for
teaching about the Two Row Wampum
and lunch.

The Quaker group, from left to right: Bailey Doracin
HMM, Christina Edwards HMM, Buffy Curtis Mohawk
Valley Meeting NY, Lisili Haines Mohawk Valley
Meeting NY, Shauna Doracin HMM and Daniel Allen
Kitchener MM.
-Submitted by Christine Edwards

“Hi everyone,
I am writing with an update on the family of Syrian refugees being supported by
our Meeting. They are the family of Subhi Hussein (a professor of radiology from
Damascus) and his wife Mamdoha. Mamdoha and their daughters Nisreen (31),
ELin (17), and Nisreen’s daughter Laila (1) are doing their best to survive in
Istanbul Turkey where they have been for over a year since fleeing Syria’s civil
war.
Our Meeting has applied to be accepted as a sponsor, and is hoping to bring these
refugees to Canada. We are also hoping to be able to help Subhi (who is still in
Syria, with no easy way out of the country) to rejoin his family.
When we took on their case, we were expecting that it would be a relatively quick
process for them to get to Canada - and that our main task would be to help them
get settled. Living spaces were prepared, furniture was obtained, and the required
funds to support sponsorship here in Canada were raised. This has all been done
and is in place, waiting for the family to get to Canada. But their wait to come to
Canada is getting ever longer, as we and they try to find a way through the
bureaucracy - so that our Meeting can get recognized by the Canadian
government as sponsors, and they can get accepted to come to Canada as
refugees.
In the meantime, Mamdoha and her family are struggling to survive in Turkey.
They are not allowed to work and they receive no government support. So their
only income is what various members and attenders of our Quaker Meeting have
been able to provide privately.
I am writing today to request your assistance in this private undertaking of
supporting the family in Istanbul. Donations of any size will be much appreciated,
as they allow us to keep this family alive. The need is more urgent right now,
because ELin (the teen) has gotten quite sick and needs medical attention.
Because we have not yet been recognized as sponsors and they have not yet been
officially declared refugees, this initiative is private - cheques need to be made out
to me personally, and no tax receipts can be issued. I am tracking donations
received though, and make sure we get a receipt from the family in Turkey each
time money is sent.
It is awful that their wait has been dragging out like this, but at least they are alive
and together. At this end we can work together to help them!
Thanks, Wilf

P.S. Here is a photo of Nisreen and her daughter Laila"

